
Copyrights @Kalahari Journals Vol.7 No.2 (February, 2022) 

International Journal of Mechanical Engineering 

1437 

ISSN: 0974-5823   Vol. 7 No. 2 February, 2022 

International Journal of Mechanical Engineering 

Literature Review of Road Damage Detection with 

Repairing Cost Estimation  
R. PALANI 

Research Scholar, Division of Computer and Information Science, 

Annamalai University, Chidambaram,Tamil Nadu, India  

Dr. N. PUVIARASAN 

Professor and Head, Division of Computer and Information Science, 

Annamalai University, Chidambaram,Tamil Nadu, India  

Dr.A. RAMA PRASATH 

Associate Professor, Hindustan Institute of Technology & Science, 

Hindustan University, Chennai,Tamil Nadu, India  

 

Abstract 

This paper explores the colourful types of road damages. It tells road damage factors and its effect on environmental pollution due 

to business snags and the profitable status of road druggies.  his paper shows variety of potholes and confines. This paper tells that 

literature reviews of former paper and exploration gap. This shows end of offer exploration, it’ll be helpful to libraries working in 

Road damage discovery with sample development, as well as those making long- range planning opinions. 

The important action of bringing together from colourful road damage discovery styles, with the end to renew a pothole discovery 

is a part of road damage with cost estimation for repairing. This paper explained about Road damage impacts and Important of 

Roads. This exploration is a part of National Development in other terms helps to reduce road damage charges. This shows end of 

offer exploration, it'll be helpful to libraries working in Road damage discovery with sample development, as well as those 

making long- range planning opinions. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. BACKGROUND 

The urban road network is the core system of transportation. Many traffic accidents happen every day. A total of 3,564 road 

accidents occurred in India in 2020 due to potholes, PTI announced on August 9, 2021, on road fatalities, 

Road damage, especially potholes or cracks, represents not only discomfort but also a safety risk. Point out about a road accident 

in Bangalore on the 8th ofOct 2021. The accident details were publishedin the newspaper The New Indian Express, Bangalore, 

India on 08th Oct 2021. The root cause of the accident was potholes. 

For real road usage, Experienced workers are often tasked with detecting road defects, a process that is time-consuming and 

expensive. There are many automated systems that identify road damage based on sensors, but these processes are expensive. 

Laser scanning remains the key technology for acquiring 3D road data. This paper presents the work on road damage detection 

with repairing cost estimation for video sources which is an affordable, low-cost intelligence system. 

1.2. Research Motivation 

As stated earlier, one of the primary causes of traffic accidents is road damage, which has a negative impact on a country's 

economy. The detection of road faults is normally the responsibility of experienced staff. This is a time-consuming and costly 

procedure, and maintaining the quality of a country's roadways is extremely tough.To address this, a low-cost automated system 

with UpToDate technology to address road safety. 

1.3. Road Damage 

Road damage is explained briefly in the following sections  

 

1.3.1Roadways and Importance: 

A road is an important sort of infrastructure that may transport a person from one location to another for any type of 

transportation. Electric buses and scooters, which are ultramodern and improved ways of transportation, have made their way into 

today's modes of transportation. Each form of transportation carries a varied number of passengers. More than a million 
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pedestrians and automobiles cross highways every day all around the world. They do it using one or more modes of transportation. 

As time passes and technology advances, new and novel ways to move across highways and get at one's destination have 

emerged. 

 

1.3.2Road Damage Factors 

A road construction is planned and built to last for as long as possible, taking into account the weight of the freight and the climate 

changes it must withstand. Despite this, the road suffers deterioration over time owing to a variety of factors. These elements can 

be categorised: 

 

Weather Conditions:The performance of a road is highly influenced by temperature fluctuations such as wet and dry conditions, 

freeze and thaw cycles, and so on. Various accessories, such as natural or reused soil, number of total, cold, hot, or warm mix asphalt, 

cement, bitumen complementing, and electric adornments utilised as cocktails, are employed in the construction of roadways. 

 

Construction of Roadways:With the existence of these elements, the accessories employed in road construction respond differently. 

Unseasonable road failures will result if these elements vary beyond their tolerated limitations. Swelling and loss of road layers, 

thermal fractures, potholes, stripping, deboning, bleeding, and ravelling are all common climatic failures. 

 

Traffic Congestion:On every road, the business cargo is a critical criterion that defines the route's performance and, ultimately, its life. 

All roads are built for a certain business/loading and are expected to endure for the life of the vehicle. Any severe overloading will 

degrade road performance and shorten the road's service life. 

 

Shoving, rutting, fatigue cracking and depressions are all frequent failures caused by excessive loading. These pavement 

torments/failures can be prevented by properly constructing the route for future business and employing high-performance equipment 

and technology. 

 

1.4Road Damage impact 

Vehicle health condition is severely affectedwhichare listed below 

 Road Accident. 

 Loss transport Effectiveness. 

 Tyre Life's very short. 

 Wheel bearing and reduce its lifetime. 

 Exhaust pipes dent or rip a hole in the exhaust pipes, muffler, or catalytic motor. 

Social Impact happened When the road is damaged, some of the impacts listed below 

 Environmental Pollution: the mud powders spread over the air. 

 Wasted Fuel:   Driving in bad road conditions, fuel energy consumption of the vehicle increases.  

 Price Hike: the freight charges increased andindirectly all commodities prices are increased. 

 Less Transport: the transport vehicles and public not interested to use this road.  

 Area Business decrease: it impacts all market sales due to outsiders also not interested to come in business place. It results in 

decreased sales for that area. 

 

1.5Road Damage Repairing Expenses 

This Research is part of national growth and guidance to reduce the expense of Road damage repairing. The Government of India spent 

amount for road damage repairing for certain years listed in table form; this information gathered from web. The cost of Repairing has 

been increasing year on year. These expenses can be minimised with the help of Road damage monitoring  

 

2. Review of Literature 

Methods for detecting potholes have been presented, and there are three groups: 

 Image recognition method 

 Mobile sensing method 

 Computer Graphics 
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In the next sections, the benefits and drawbacks of various tactics are examined. 

 

2.1. Method of Image Recognition: 

 Salari and Yu devised a road data collection method focused on laser imaging methods to detect potholes. To analyse the 

road information and locate potholes, the ANN method was also applied [6]. Nonetheless, this method, which needs a lot of 

computing resources to celebrate the ray pictures, is unintentionally humorous for mobile bias. 

 

 For pothole detection, Lin and Liu employed the SVM method to analyse pictures concerning information of road [7]. 

Although this method may achieve great delicacy, picture recognition requires a lot of computing resources. As a result, this 

method is prone to mobility bias. 

 

 ANN pattern recognition [14] is based on natural neural networks inside the nature. An ANN model can reach a conclusion 

via a massive aggregation of neural units known as artificial neurons during the supervised training process. The manner a natural 

brain tackles pattern recognition issues with many linked natural neurons is eerily similar to ANN [20]. Multiple bumps make up 

an ANN model, which act like natural neurons in the human brain. 

 

2.2. Method of Mobile Sensing: 

 The Gsensor with GPS are installed in the machine's OBU to capture accelerometer data and location information for the 

BusNet design. These data were used to see if the accelerometer data vectors exceeded the pothole finding thresholds [8]. As a 

result, this method is unable to provide real-time pothole detection data. 

 A design team at Massachusetts Institute of Technology created a pothole command system that incorporated a G- detector 

and GPS. This method looked at things like (1) speed, (2) high pass, (3) z-peak, (4) xz-rate, and (5) speed vs z rate [9]. Despite the 

fact that various data pollutants may detect potholes, only the z-peak of information sludge can obtain exact pothole information. 

Despite this, there is a high misjudgment of the z-peak of data contaminants with the wave of the road. 

 For pothole detection, a mobile operating system with a G- detector with GPS collects and dissects accelerometer data [10]. 

Nonetheless, each device in this design ought to have a precise angle. Similarly, this approach only examined z-axis accelerometer 

data with a high level of misjudgment. 

 To examine the accelerometer data, Mednis et al. offered four pothole finding approaches: (1) Z-THRESH method, (2) Z-

DIFF approach, (3) STDEV-Z approach, and (4) G- ZERO technique [11]. Tmote sensors, Texas Instrument regulators, as well as 

Analog Bias G- detectors provided the accelerometer data for this investigation [12]. Despite this, the output of the Z-THRESH 

and G- ZERO approaches are insufficient to offer comprehensive information on road potholes. 

 

 2.3.Vision in a Computer:  

Computer vision is a field of AI that enables machines and systems to extract usable information from digital pictures, videos, and 

other optical inputs, as well as to take actions or make recommendations based on that information. The following are the results 

of the Road Damage Identification research: 

 MMS (Mobile Measurement System) (KOKUSAI KOGYO CO., 2016) [36] or the process of laser scanning MMS uses a 

moving vehicle to collect very precise geographical data; the system includes a GPS device, an interior measuring unit, and 

digitally measurable data are all examples of digitally measurable data. Pictures, a camcorder, a light sensor, and an unidirectional 

video recorder. Although quantitative inspection is more precise, it is also more expensive to undertake. Image Processing solves 

the problems. 

 Utilizing a nave Bayes-based machine-learning approach and an image processing method strategy, an automated asphalt 

pavement fracture detection system was developed (Chun et al., 2015) [2]. 

 A pothole detection system based on a commercialized black-box camera was presented earlier (Jo and Ryu, 2015) [5]. 

Deep neural networks have recently made it feasible to analyse the damage to road surfaces pretty precisely (Zhang et al., 2016; 

Maeda et al., 2016[13]; Zhang et al., 2017[4]). 

 

2.3.1Classification of Road Damages using Image Processing: 

Zhang et al. (Zhang et al., 2017) [4], for example, presented CrackNet, that calculates output values for all pixels in advance. On 

either hand, these road damage detecting systemsare simply concerned with determining the presence of damage. Some studies 

categorise the harm into different sorts. 

 Damage types were categorised vertically and horizontally by Zalama et al. (Zalama et al., 2014) [17]. 

 Akarsu et al. (Akarsu et al., 2016) [1] divided damage into three categories: vertically, horizontal, and crocodile—most 

research only classify damages into a few categories. 

Furthermore, a few research have advocated the use of deep learning for identifying road surface damage, such as Maeda et al. 

(Maeda et al., 2016) [13] and Zhang et al. (Zhang et al., 2016) [4]. However, Maeda et al. • (Maeda et al., 2016) [13] proposes an 

approach that employs 256 x 256 pixel photographs to identify Damaged road surfaces are not classified into several groups.  
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 Zhang et al. (Zhang et al., 2016) [4] uses a 99 × 99 patch derived from a 3264 x 2448-pixel picture to determine if damage 

occurred primarily. 

 Felzenszwalb et al., 2010) [3] for 5,888 x 3,584 pixel pictures to identify concrete surface fractures (Cha et al., 2017) 

[18].2.3.2Deep Learning Methods in RDD 

 Utilizing For object detection, end-to-end deep learning is more accurate and efficient quicker than using a mix of 

categorization algorithms. 

 White line identification based on deep learning from end to end, utilising Over-Feat (Sermanet et al., 2013) [51] beat a 

previously published solution based on traditional methods. 

 

2.3.3 Image Annotation: 

Image Reflection is defined as the task of annotating an image with markers, generally involving mortal-powered work and in 

some cases, computer- supported help. Markers are destined by a machine learning mastermind and are chosen to give the 

computer vision model information about what's shown in the image. The process of labelling images also helps machine literacy 

masterminds’home in on important factors that determine the overall perfection and delicacy of their model. 

 (Huval et al., 2015)[15] proposed empirical technique. To the best of our understanding, classification relates to Identifying a 

picture rather than a single item, as opposed to detection to providing a label to an image and determining the coordinates of the 

object, as demonstrated mostly by ImageNet competition (Deng et al., 2009) [16]. 

As a result, apply an end-to-end object identification approach deep - learning - based to the problem of detecting assess the 

detection accuracy and processing speed of road surface degradation.  

The research Global Road Damage Detection Challenge (GRDDC) 2020, created database and shared public access.  Utilise that 

information further research with various approaches. 

3. PITFALLS using Deep learning 

AI’s significant operations are being recognised in the world when it comes to working complex problems. AI and its branch, 

deep literacy has vastly contributed across the sector with machine restatement, computer vision and natural language processing. 

And over the last many times, the witnessed a spur in deep literacy start-ups, but like any other software- grounded bones, these 

start-ups encounter some risks are below in tables. 

Pitfalls Type Description 

 

Powerful 

Processors 

 GPUs bring down the time taken for computations, they reduce the weeks of 

computation time into a matter of hours and then there are TPUs which take even less 

time. 

 Ignoring some of the unprocessed data completely and collecting unnecessary data 

can negatively impact models’ efficiency. 

Lack of data  Perhaps, to avoid some mistakes, one can train the model on less data, but that 

creates problems too. 

Lots of data  We need to train the model on too many dog pictures might eventually lead to the 

model identifying the fox as a dog breed. So, one needs to keep the balance between bias 

and variance. 

Expensive Data 

Cleansing 
 We all recognize that learning the model once isn't enough to provide cutting-edge 

outcomes; it has to be reprogrammed for more precise findings. 

Decision 

making 
 where human intervention is needed is where a lot of cognitive reasoning is required, 

the best example is the autonomous cars. 

Automation  These AI-based automation solutions, on the other hand, will require human 

interaction for many years to come. Even if complete automation is accomplished, it is 

unclear how much the cost and efficiency margins would increase. 

 Many deep learning start-ups or AI start-ups suffer from edge cases. Users of AI-

based apps or services can and will enter anything into an AI application thinking that it 

will take care of the rest. The users sometimes think that AI has super capabilities to 

process whatever data that has been put in; the ones who deal with the repercussions is the 

deep learning team of the company or the start-up. 

Hiring the Right 

People 
 Tools like Keras, PyTorch and Tensorflow have made deep learning more 

accessible, and it has become relatively easy to get deep learning to work but, for 

something ground breaking, more familiarity, high computation and in-depth knowledge 

is required. 

Table 1 Pitfalls using Deep Learning 
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4. RESEARCH GAP  

A portion of road damage is the key initiative of bringing together diverse road damage detection technologies with the goal of 

restarting a pothole detection. This article discussed the effects of road damage on several aspects such as vehicle life, increased 

road repair costs, societal impact, and business loss, among others. 

 

- Section 2 of this study examined several auto detecting algorithms. 

- It makes no mention of input pre-processing or input quality. 

- The mobile sensor detector is unable to identify all road potholes; it only identifies potholes or humps where the car is 

hovering. 

- Other than potholes and joint cracks, the sensor type of detector will not detect. The type of detector data sensor is 

determined by the vehicle shock absorbers. 

- Section 4 provides a list of Deep Learning Pitfalls. 

 

After 2021, the suggested pothole detecting procedure will be simple and superior to the current one. This system will estimate the 

cost of correcting potholes on the fly, and it will run on a commodity system. 

 

5. SUMMARY  

According to a review of twenty research studies, road damage is detected by several methods, some of which are difficult or 

costly to apply. Thanks to modern technology, road damage may now be easily recognised using cellphone video. Furthermore, to 

calculate the cost of road damage. 

 

The purpose of this study is to provide a technique for using camera data to detect road degradation such as potholes and cracks. 

In addition, create a database based on Indian roads and estimate repair costs. Thanks to improved computer vision technology, 

this system will be simple to use and perform better. 
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